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Q#1: Are you a Bay Area Native? and if not, how long have you lived in the Bay?  

 

Desi: No, I visited at the end of 1999 and moved here in 2000. I was born and raised in 

the Hyde Park neighborhood (home of Obama, Farrakhan, and Bill Ayers – LOL) on the 

south side of Chicago. 

Q#2: When did you start on the creative path you are currently on?  

 

Desi: Probably long before I realized it. I started writing signatures around my 

neighborhood in 7th grade. I started organizing and putting together spots to paint in 

1992-3 when I started the Mobil wall with Attica in my neighborhood. I got the wall and 

Attica helped bring all the top writers, who became my influences and idols for years to 

come. I met Raven, Zore, Gtek, Jeckle, and so many other incredible artists there. I 

believe that is the longest running legal wall in Chicago but I could be wrong.  I know that 

it is still active. I painted it the last time I was out there in 2009. I also remember being 

strongly influenced by conversations between Raven and Zore up in the trees in 1994 

while we were painting the Harold Washington memorial on Cafe Florian. Harold 

Washington (Chicago’s first black mayor) was from our neighborhood. I used to write “We 

Still Miss You Harold” after being told about his legacy and the mutual respect between 

him and the Chicago writers by Unkle Heckle XMEN at a Chi-Rock meeting.  The writers 

bombed the trains hard with “We Miss You Harold” pieces after he died in 1987. I wanted 

to remind folks about that history. 

Q#3: Where do you find your inspiration?  

 

Desi: Trying to correct my mistakes and improve my work. Zore once told me that you 

never become dope until you realize how wack you are. I want to burn my last piece and 

do something different. I don’t want to get comfortable or trapped by a formula. And I 

can’t stand blank ugly walls. I scope for them the way most guys look at pretty girls. 

I’m trying to divorce myself from the traditional writer competitiveness, beef and 

territoriality. I want to paint virgin walls and avoid going over our old spaces. If we took 

each layer of the pieces and productions in the “yards” and stretched them out we could 

cover the entire city, probably several times over. So I’ll still maintain a small presence in 



the yards but that’s not my 

focus. 

I’m also inspired by my 

partnerships and the 

artists that I work with. 

I’ve finally improved 

enough to paint with 

Raven more as a peer than 

just as a student (even 

though I’m always learning 

from him). Mike 360 has 

been a huge influence and 

inspiration. The work that 

the Tortuga Project and what 

he did with natural pigment and refillable spray cans taught me so much. There’s a lot of 

traditional science in the mixture between paint and prayer that they introduced me to.  

But Mike’s influence on me has been a lot greater than even that. I’m also really driven by 

my ongoing dialogue and collaborations with True Mathematics, one of more influential 

innovators of aerosol writing. He puts everything into a perspective to push harder, go 

bigger and get wilder.  I don’t think there’s anyone who has a rawer set of styles than 

True. Mike and True Math always find ways to make me expand how I think about things.  

But really, I’ve just been trying to walk those same dreams and visions that I had when I 

was Zore and Raven’s student back in the day. Those were powerful times for me. I was 

never the same after even though I’ve realized now that those prayers started way earlier 

than that. 

I’m also honored that there have been people who have felt and shared this vision with 

me enough to come out and support it. I drink up those quick passing compliments from 

people passing by while we are painting.  That always warms my heart. Shout to 

everyone that has participated or supported the Community Rejuvenation Project! 

Q#4: What was the first piece of vinyl you ever purchased? 

Desi: SuperTransfer by Stony Island. They probably gave it to me but I think I donated my 

“royalties” from the first edition of Bomb the Suburbs to them so I guess that counts as a 

purchase. Anyway, that’s the first vinyl I can remember owning. I used to play it over and 

over again. I was way more into tapes since my parents only owned one bunk turntable. 

Q#5: Anything else you’d like to share? a joke/quote? 

Desi: Nope. 
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